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RURAL  DISTpgCT  COMCIL  OF  ST.  THQMAS« 


Public  Health  Department, 
26,  East  Southernhay, 
EXETER, 


Hr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  riy  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1954.  The 
report  also  includes  a  section  prepared  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor, 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  general  health  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  has  remained  satisfactory  and 
that  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  relatively 
low.  One  case  of  acute  anterior  polioiryelitis  and  one  case 
of  cerebro-spinal  fever  did  occur,  but  both  made  satisfactory 
recoveries. 

An  increase  in  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis, 
both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  was  recorded.  It  is 
gratif^^ing  to  note  that  tho  as  from  the  1st  October,  1954  it 
became  illegal  in  this  area  for  nillc  other  than  pasteurised, 
sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested  to  be  sold  for  human  consumption. 
The  effect  of  this  order  should  result  in  a  considerable 
reduction  iii  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  Bovine 
origin  such  as  tuberculosis  of  glands,  bones  and  joints,  etc. 

With  regard  to  the  statistics  for  the  area,  it  is 
noted  that  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 
population  showed  an  increase  of  44^  over  that  for  the  previous 
year.  The  live  birth  rate  fell  slightly  to  16,3  per  1,000 
estimated  resident  population,  xvhilst  the  standardised  death 
rate  of  12,7  was  practically  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous 
year. 


The  average  age  at  death  of  males  was  65.2  years 
and  females  70.01  years,  which  is  below  that  for  the  country 
as  a  whole  (males  67.3  years,  females  72.44  years). 

I  would  like  to  thanlc  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
Engineer  for  their  reports,  and  to  thank  all  members  of  the 
staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  conscientious  manner  in  which 
they  have  canried  out  their  duties.  I  should  also  like  to 
express  to  the  Council  rry  appreciation  of  the  help,  co-operation 
and  support  which  all  members  have  given  to  me  during  the  year. 

As  the  report  of  the  Engineer  has  alreacfy  been 
circulated  to  members  of  the  Council,  it  is  not  included  in 
copies  of  ray  report  presented  to  the  Councillors, 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

lour  obedient  servant, 

L.  G.  iUlDERSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STAFF 
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Clerico.1  Staff; 

MR.  B.  J.  HODGON 
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1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Resident  Population  Mid  Year  1954 

as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ... 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1955)  ••• 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 


118,972 

. . .  32,310 

9,430 
. . .  £176,777 

...  709 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(a)  Live  Birtha,. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

228 

216 

■ 

444 

Illegitimate 

10 

17 

Total 

238 

1  223 

♦ 

i 

461 

1 

1 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population..  14*3 
Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  ..  16.3 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

England  &  Wales  ..  15.2 


(b)  Still  Births. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

4  ^ 

6 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

_ r  ....  - 

2 

5 

7 

_ 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births,. ,  14*9 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  &.  Wales ....  24. 0 


(c)  Deaths. 


Males  Females  ■  Total 

251  246  497 


Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population ...  15*4 

Stanctirdised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population ...  12.7 

Death  rate  ^er  1,000  civilian  population  England  &  Wales  11.3 

Death*ff  om  pherperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ••• 
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(d)  Infant  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age.) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

3 

11 

Illegitimate 

■  1 

1 

2 

Total 

9 

4 

13 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  28,2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births,  England  and  Wales  ...  25*5 

3.  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE. 

(Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population). 

During  1954  238  mlo  and  223  fomale  (total  46I)  babies  were  born. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year  tho  total  births  showed  an  increase  of 
14.  The  standardised  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  was 
16. 3y  and  x^as  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  total  live  births  registered  in  England  and  Wales  during  1954 
was  673,212,  v/hich  was  8,795  less  than  the  total  for  1953 >  and 
represents  a  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  popul^.tion  of  15*2. 

The  Standardised  live  birth  rate  diring  the  last  10  years  was  as 
follox'/s 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

St,  Thomas 

R.D, 

16.0 

16.3 

17.9 

15.5 

13.3 

12.4 

13.2 

12.5 

14.02 

14.3 

Standard¬ 

ised 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

15.5 

16.63 

15.8 

17.7 

16.3 

England  & 
Wales 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

1 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

1 

15.3 

— 

15.5 

15.2 

4.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE. 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births). 

Of  the  461  children  born  during  1954>  17  were  illegitimate,  i,e, 
9  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  live 
births  was  36.9. 


The  Illegitimate  birth  rates  during  the  last  10  years  were 
as  follows 


r 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

—  ■  "  - - J 

St.  Thomas 

R.D. 

1 

117.0 

87.0 

57.0 

48.5 

43.5 

43.5 

55.0 

45.4 

58.2 

36.9 

+ 


Figures  not  available. 
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5.  STILL  BIRTHS. 

(Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occurred  during  1954?  viz.  7 
was  5  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  still  birth  rate  of 
14«9  was  lov/er  than  that  for  England  and  VJales  as  a  whole  (24*0), 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years 


1945 

- \ 

1946 

1 - 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

St.  Thomas 

R.D. 

22*2 

U.9 

19.3 

22.6 

37.1 

27.3 

27.8 

24*6 

26.2 

14.9 

England  & 
Wales 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

22.7 

23.0 

22.6 

1 

22.4 

24*0 

("^  Figures  not  available) 


6.  DEATHS. 


During  1954?  497  persons  normally  resident  in  the  riu'al  district 
died  (251  males,  246  females)  which  represents  a  corrected  death  rate 
of  15.4?  but  when  allowance  for  age  and  sex  distribution  has  been 
made  represents  a  "standardised”  death  rate  of  12,7.  This  rate  is 
higher  than  that  for  1953  and  is  also  ligher  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  {11,3),  The  folloiAring  table  shows  the  corrected 
and  standardised  death  rates  for  the  St.  Thomas  R.D.G,  for  the  last 
10  years  2- 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Corrected 

13*5 

11.7 

12.4 

10.2 

11.6 

12,0 

12.0 

10.4 

14.9 

15.4 

Standard¬ 

ised 

10.2 

10.3 

8.7 

12.5 

12,7 

England  & 
Wales 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

11*7 

11.6 

12.5 

11.3 

11*4 

11.3 

(b)  Age  at  Death. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Males 

63.7 

60.7 

62.4 

67*2 

65*6 

67.4 

66.9 

66.8 

66.4 

65*2 

Females 

64*8 

65*2 

69.1 

68. 5 

70.9 

72.5 

73.4 

69.2 

67*7 

70.01 

Both  sexes 

64.2 

63*0 

65.6 

67.8 

68.3 

69*9 

70.05 

67*9 

67.05 

67.6 

England  M 
& 

■^yJales  F 

- 

- 

- ^ 

* - 

66.49 

65*84 

67*06 

67*3 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

71*22 

70.88 

72.35 

72.44 

^EjqDectation  of  Life  from  "Provisional  Statistics  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1954" 

It  may  be  noted  that  53  years  ago  in  I9OI  the  expectation  of  life 
for  a  male  child  was  48.53  yoons  and  a  female  child  52*38  years. 
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( c )  Causes  of  Doath. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  (data  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General) . 


1 

Disease 

I'ixles 

! 

Females 

\ 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Forms 

-* 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

2 

2 

Cancer  '  • 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

10 

3 

13 

”  lung,  bronchus 

10 

- 

10 

"  ”  breast 

— 

8 

8 

"  ■'  uterus 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

24 

45 

Leul^aemia,  Aleulcaemia 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

- i 

i 

1 

J 

VascuJ.ar  lesions  of  nervous  system 
(cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.) 

23 

44 

67 

Coronary  disease  (Heart  disease) 

31 

12 

43 

Hypertension  ;d.th  heart  disease 

5 

3 

8 

Other  heart  disease 

53 

66 

119 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

,  8 

20 

28 

Pneumonia 

21 

17 

38 

-  Bronchitis 

1 

12 

4 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratoiy  system 

5 

2 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

4 

2 

6 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

-- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

t 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defihed  diseases 

23 

21 

44 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents 

7 

4 

11 

Suicide 

2 

- 

•  2 

■ 

t 

j  All  c  auses 

1 

251 

1 

1 

1 

246 

_ 

497 
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The  most  prevalent  cause  of  death  during  1954  was  that  of 
heart  disease  170  cases  (34-2^  total  deaths).  Cancer  was  the 
cause  in  79  cases  (15.9/^  total  deaths),  and  intra-cranial  vascular 
lesions  such  as  cerebral  haemorrhage  and  thrombosis  was  responsible 
for  67  deaths  (13.5^  total  deaths), 

(d)  Deaths  due  to  Motor  Accidents. 


1,  Male  6 

2.  Male  22 


3,  Male  30 


4,  Male  56 


5.  Female  56 


Shock  due  to  compound  fracture  of  the  sloill 
and  laceration  of  the  brain  due  to  being  run 
over  by  a  school  bus  from  which  he  had  alighted. 

Compound  fracture  of  s]cull  with  cerebral 
laceration  duo  to  colliding  with  a  stationary 
motor  lorry  when  riding  a  motor  cycle  on  highway. 

Fractures  of  the  sloill  and  contusion  of  the 
brain  sustained  when  he  fell  from  his  motor 
cycle  on  unclassified  higlway  in  Kenn,  Devon. 
Cause  of  fall  unloiown. 

Fracture  of  skull  and  contusion  of  brain 
sustained  by  being  struck  in  the  buttock  by 
a  passing  motor  car  when  driving  a  motor  cycle 
combination  on  the  highway  at  Exminster.  Driver 
of  car  unlmown. 

Pulm.  embolism  following  thrombosis  of  the  veins 
of  the  leg  directly  resulting  from  fracture  of 
It,  tibia  and  fibula  duo  to  being  struck  by  a 
motor  cycle  \7hen  crossing  the  highway. 


(e)  Deaths  due  to  other  accidents. 


1.  Male  75 

2.  Male  53 

3.  l%le  75 

4*  Male  42 

5.  Male  39 

6.  mie  28 

7.  Male  76 

8.  Female  66 


la.  Hypostatic  pneumonia  following  fracture  of 
left  clavicle  and  3  left  fibs,  due  to  fall  from 
a  cart  when  a  pony  bolted  on  A. 379  at  Kenton, 
22.9.54. 

11,  Failure  of  kidneys,  several  years. 

la,  I'iultiple  fractures  of  sloill  and  laceration 
of  brain  due  to 

b,  being  crushed  by  a  fall  of  rock. 

Broncho  pneumonia  and  uraemia  due  to  urinary 
obstruction  folio-wing  fall  and  fracture  of 
left  femur. 

Accidental  drowning. 

Shock  following  multiple  fracture  of  the  pelvis 
due  to  being  struck  and  pinned  to  the  groimd 
by  an  elm  butt  \>rhen  unloading  timber  from  a 
wagon  in  a  sawmll  yard. 

Barbiturate  poisoning. 

la.  Broncho  pnemnonia  and  toxaemia  from  par  otid 
abscess  and  bod  sores  due  to 
b.  bed-ridden  condition  following  fracture  of 
nec]c  of  right  femur  due  to  fall. 

Accidental  drowning. 
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9.  Female  93 


10,  Female  62 


11.  Female  91 


la.  Cardiac  failure  due  to 

b,  shock  following  fracture  of  right  wrist 
due  to 

c.  a  fall. 

11,  Senile  r^^ocardial  degeneration. 

la.  Secondary  Haemorrhage, 

b,  Chr.  Duodenal  ulcer, 

c.  Accelerated  by ■ accidental  burns  (nightdress 
ignited  by  gas  fire). 

Heart  failure  due  to  ac.  myocardial  infarction 
due  to  a  coir  bination  of  coronary  artery  disease  & 
fracture  of  It.  femur  vrith  operation  for  relief 
of  sane  and  senility.  Fracture  of  It,  femur 
due  to  fall  x^hen  walking  on  Sept,  7th,  1954* 


(f)  Deaths  due  to  Suicide. 


1,  Male  69 


2.  I'lale  71 


Haemorrhage  due  to  gunshot  wound  tlirough  neck 
self-inflicted  from  sporting  gun.  Deceased 
killed  himself  lAilst  the  balance  of  his  mind 
was  disturbed  through  ill-health  (arthritis  of 
spine ) . 

Cerebral  injury  caused  by  the  passage  of  a 
bullet  tlrrough  the  head  self  inflicted  with  a 
Webley  Revolver  on  7th  Oct.,  1954*  Deceased 
Id-lled  himself  whilst  the  balance  of  his  ]Qind 
x/as  disturbed. 


(e)  The  follox^^ing  table  shows  the  incidence  of  death  at  various  age 
groups  (from  returns  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar  of  Births 
£md  Deaths ) . 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Percentage 

Under  1  year 

9 

4 

13 

2.61 

1  and  under  2  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  + 

- 

- 

5  + 

1 

- 

1 

0.20 

10  + 

1 

1 

2 

0.40 

20  + 

5 

2 

7 

1.41 

30  + 

10 

6 

16 

3.21  . 

40  + 

10 

12 

22 

4*  42 

50  + 

36 

22 

58 

11.65 

60  + 

45 

45 

90 

18.07 

70  + 

74 

88 

162 

32.53 

80  + 

56 

57 

113 

22.69 

90  + 

4 

10 

14 

2.81 

j  100  + 

- 

- 

- 

- 

All  ages 

- 

251 

247  1 

498 
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7.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Thirteen  infants,  9  males  and  4  femalGS,  under  the  age  of  1  year 
died  during  1954*  This  roprerents  an  infant  morto.lity  rate  of  28.2, 
which  is  slightly  above  that  for  England  and  Hales  (26.8), 

The  infant  mortality  ro-te  reprosentr  the  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  causes  of  death  of  those  infants  were  as  follows;- 


f  ■  t 
Sex 

Age 

1 

Cause  of  Death, 

M 

2  hours 

la.  Cerebral  haemorrhage, 
b.  Difficult  labour, 

2,  2nd  twin„ 

10  hoiirs 

la..  Prematurity  -  24  weeks  gestation. 

M 

12  hours 

Inhalation  of  blood  and  liquor  amonii. 

F 

16  hours 

la.  Anoxia 
b.  Prematurity. 

M 

18  hours 

la.  Hydrocephalus  'uid  meningo-nyelocele. 

M 

3  days 

la,  IToonatal  lung  infection. 

r— — — 

1 

i  i 

3  days 

la,  Palm,  i.telectasis. 

F 

4  days 

.  .  .  

la.  Atelecta.sis, 

M 

1 

1  \reek 

la.  Cerebral  haemorr  hage. 

b.  Difficult  dolivei'y. 

c.  Bread  extraction. 

F 

2  weeks 

la.  Lipoid  pneumonia. 

M 

1  month 

la.  Broncho  pneumonia 

2.  I'fongol.itsm, 

F. 

4  months 

la.  Meningitis, 
b.  Spina  bifida. 

1 

M  j  8  months 

1 

1. , ,  - 

Toxaemia  due  to  broncho  pneumonia.  \ 

i 

8.  DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Males 

— 

Females 

Total 

Me  as  loo 

- 

- 

- 

l-ftio  oping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

Diarrhoea 

[  -  -  —  -  ■  .  .  ♦ 

... 

1 

1 
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9.  CAI'fCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  increased  from  65  in  1953  to 
79  in  1954^  nnd  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  the  rate 
per  cent  increased  from  13.6  in  1953  to  15.9  in  1954* 

The  parts  of  the  body  affected  are  given  in  the  follov/ing  table:- 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Stomach 

10 

3 

13 

Lung  &  Bronchus 

10 

- 

10 

Breast 

8 

8 

Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

All  other  sites 

n  1 

XX 

24 

45 

Total 

41 

38 

79 

_ _  . 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  last  10  years 
is  as  follows 


1 

' 

1945 

1946 

— 

1947 

— 

194s 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Males 

26 

17 

27 

24 

27 

27 

27 

30 

34 

41 

Females 

23 

26 

34 

29 

31 

27 

26 

33 

31 

38 

Both  sexes 

49  ' 

43 

61 

53 

58 

54 

53 

63 

65 

79 

Rate  per 
l,0u0 
Resident 
Population 

1.73 

1.50 

i 

2.12 

1.72 

1.86 

1.66 

1.97 

2.04 

2.45 

f 

10.  INFECTIOUS  DISE.ISES. 

Dui'ing  1954?  254  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  were  notified, 
which  is  647  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

( a )  Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year  at  Ilrrahead. 
The  child,  a  girl  of  1  year  10  months,  was  admitted  to  the  Royal 
Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital  on  the  22nd  September,  and  transferred  to 
the  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  follov/ing  day.  She  mn.de  quite 
a  good  recovory  and  was  later  transferred  to  the  Princess  Elisabeth 
Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

(b)  Nho oping  Cough. 

134  cases  vrere  notified,  as  compared  xrith  184  in  the  previous 
year.  'Cn  the  i/hole  the  disease  was  of  a  fairly  mild  nature. 
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(c)  Measles, 

Only  62  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  yearj,  compared 
with  644  in  1953* 


The  seasonal  incidence  of  measles  in  the  St.  Thomas  Rural 
District  and  England  <3:  Wales  as  a  vdiole  was  as  follows  s- 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dea. 

St .  Thomas 

■  '  '  ( 

3 

3 

18 

20 

9 

5 

1 

— 

1 

2 

24 

34 

2 

2 

England  & 
Wales 

22,811 

30,225 

29,658 

64,276 

(d)  Diphtheria. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  t.:iat  for  the  4th  consecutive  year  there 
has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district. 

Tabular  Statements  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

(e)  The  incidence  during  1954  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  is  tabulated  hereunder s- 


Disease 

Cases 

notified 

Institutional 
cases  inclu“ 
ded  in  Col.  2. 

1 

Cases  ad¬ 
mitted  to 
hospital 

i'feasles 

62 

- 

1 

Wliooping  Cough 

134 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

- 

6 

Dysentery 

3 

“ 

- 

Fneumonia 

31 

7 

2 

Puerperal  iyrexia 

1 

- 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

meningitis 

1 

“ 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

Polionyelitis 

1 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

255 

7 

i 

1 — 1 

~  12  - 


(f)  The  following  table  shoi/s  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
grouped  according  to  agei- 


Under 

1 

— 

1+ 

2+ 

3+ 

4+ 

5+ 

lOf 

15+ 

20+ 

35+ 

45+ 

65+ 

Total 

Measles 

1 

1 

4 

3 

7 

26 

18 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

62 

V/ho  oping  Cough 

9 

15 

20 

13 

11 

56 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

134 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

- 

1 

2 

2 

8 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

11 

31 

Puerperal  lyre^da 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cere bro -spinal 
meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Polionyelitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

10 

IS 

! 

26 

24 

21 

96 

1 

25 

1 -  , 

4 

8 

6 

;  5 

12 

i 

255 

(g)  Table  showing  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of  various 
infectious  diseases  during  the  last  10  years 


1945  I 

1946  ■ 

1947  1 

1948 

1949  ^ 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Moasles 

399 

92 

300 

38 

468 

23 

748 

25 

644 

62 

V/liooping  Cough 

92 

54 

1 

103 

99 

65 

171 

123 

48 

IS4 

134 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

29 

21 

7 

53 

23 

28 

29 

14 

19 

Dysentery 

57 

5 

38 

- 

1 

- 

8 

43 

15 

3 

Pneumonia 

6 

35 

33 

10 

32 

32 

55 

30 

28 

31 

Puerperal 

lyrexia 

'  - 

2 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

4 

3 

1 

Cer  e+'‘*’o -s  pinal 
fovor 

3 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Polionye litis 

- 

- 

5 

- 

3 

7 

- 

- 

5 

1 

Diphtheria 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

6 

9 

7 

1 

13 

1 

9 

7 

4 

- 

Para-typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Oph, 

Neonatorum 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  Pemphigus 

1  Neonatorum 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

f— — - - 

Salmonella 

Infection 

i 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Jaundice 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total 

i  592 

1  232 

!  to 

1 — 1 

164 

641 

263 

' 

i  980 

187 

1 — 1 

0 

CTn 

255 
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11.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  1954?  43  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  (14 
males  and  29  females).  Tho  majority  (33)  of  these  cases  were 
clinically  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  the  remainder  (lO) 
Tuberculosis  of  other  parts  of  the  bocfy.  13  cases  included  in 
the  above  figure  were  patients  who  had  moved  into  the  district 
after  the  diagnosis  had  been  made,  and  4  cases  were  brought  to  notice 
otliervrLse  than  by  formal  notification. 

The  number  of  cases  still  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  weres- 


Ilales 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

190 

187 

377 

Non-Pulmonary 

60 

71 

131 

Total 

250 

1 

) 

25B 

1 

508 

1 

The  age  distribution  of  new  cases,  localisation  of  the  disease 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1954  wore  as  follows 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE 

PERIOD 

RESPIRATORY 

N ON-RESPIRATORY 

RESPIRATORY 

NON-RSSPIRATORY 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

'  i 

f - 

1  - 

2  - 

1 

5  - 

1 

1 

15  - 

4 

7 

1 

25  “ 

2 

2 

3 

35  - 

2 

3 

1 

45  - 

3 

2 

1 

2 

- . .  '  '  ~  <1 

55  - 

1  2 

.  1 

1 

65  “ 

3 

2 

1 

All  Ages 

14 

19 

i  10 

: 

1 

1 

1 

1 

33  10 

2 

43 

2 
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On  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Tuberculosis  the  housing' 
conditions,  milk  supply,  etc.  are  investigated  in  collaberation 
with  the  Chest  Physician  and  where  necessary  appropriate  rGCon- 
raendations  arc  made  to  the  Housing  Committee, 


The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1945-1954  is  given 
in  the  follovdng  table j- 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

— 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

M 

11 

■  8 

11 

16 

13 

24 

19 

14 

17  ^ 

\ — 

14 

PULMONARx 

F 

13 

6 

16 

16 

18 

10 

20 

17 

11 

19 

M 

NQtl- 

3 

2 

6 

3 

3 

2 

- 

4 

1 

m 

PULMONARYp 

3 

6 

3 

4 

5 

4 

5 

4 

6 

10 

TOTAL 

30 

22 

< 

36 

39 

1 

39 

40 

44 

39 

35 

43 

1  1 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  1954  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  is  as  follows  2- 

Cases  Notified  Death  Rate 

1.3  0.06 


12.  NATIONAL  HEilLTK  SERVICE  ACT. 

The  Health  Service  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority 
(Devon  County  Council)  under  Pjurt  II  and  III  of  the  Act  applicate 
to  youn  district  are  briefly  set  out  below. 

PilRT  II. 

(a)  HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 

(i)  General. 

The  Rural  District  is  well  served  by  the  following  hospitals;- 

1.  Royal  Dovon  &  Exeter  Hospital,  Southernhay  East,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  2261)  315 

2.  Princess  Elizabeth  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore,  Exeter. 

(Tel.  No.  54217)  115  beds. 

3.  West  of  England  Eye  Infirmary,  liegdalen  Street,  Exeter. 

(Tel,  No.  3183)  62  beds. 

4.  Exmouth  Cottage  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  Exmouth, 

Clel.  No.  4301)  45  beds 

5.  Budleigh  Salterton  Cottage  Hospital. 

(Tel.  No.  20)  22  beds. 
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The  plastic  surgery  centre  for  Devon  is  held  at  the  Royal  Devon 
&  Exeter  Hospital  on  the  2nd  Thursday''  in  each  month  from  9.30  a.m. 
to  12,30.  it.  Fitz-Gibbons  and  I't.  Bodenham  of  the  S.W.  Regional 
Hospital  Board  attend. 

(ii)  Matornit?/'. 

1.  Poltimore  Nursing  Home  -  7  beds, 

2.  Redhills  Hospital,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter.  (lO  beds) 

3.  Royal  Devon  £■:  Exeter  Hospital  for  complicated  or  difficult  cases. 


(iii)  Isolation. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Whipton  (Tel.  No.  Exeter  67158)  as  in  previous  years. 

I  should  like  to  record  ny  sincere  appreciation  for  the  ready 
help  and  co-operation  given  at  all  times  by  the  Medical  Superintendent 
and  Staff  of  the  Hospital. 


(iv)  Smallpox. 

A  smallpox  hospital  of  28  beds  at  Upton  Fyno  administered  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  available  in  case. of  need  (Tel.  No, 

Stoke  Canon  207). 

Should  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  require  the  services  of  a 
consultant,  arrangements  have  been  made  to  call  upon;- 

Name  Address  Telephone 

By  Day  By  Night 

Dr.  C.  Seward  20,  Southeriiha.y  Nest,  Exeter.  Exeter  2110  4120 

Dr,  W.  J.  Laird  City  Hospital,  Exeter.  Exeter  2671  3116 

(Office) (Home) 

(b)  laboratory:  facilities. 

Bacteriological  and  Serological  examinations  are  carried  out  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  7,  Dix*s  Field,  Exeter  (Tel,  No,  Exeter 
54959),  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  B.  Moore,  lihose  ready  co-operation 
and  help  I  wish  to  acicnowledge . 


(c)  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


Under  the  present  scheme  free  advice  and  treatment  are  available 
to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre s- 


EXETER 


MALES 


FEMALES 


Royal  Devon  &  Exeter 
Hospital 


I'fon.  7  -  8  p.m, 
Fri.  2-3  p.1% 


Mon,  6  -  7  p.m, 

Fri.  3  -  4 
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(d)  Cim  OF  MOTHERS  AIJD  YOMG  CHILDIiaN. 


Under  the  Devon  County  Council  Ifeternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  infant  v/eliare  centres  are  held  at;- 


(1)  The  Council  Scho.oly  Alphington,  on  the  2nd  and  4'fch  Wednesdays 
of  each  month  from  2  p.n.  to  5  p.m.  Dr.  Walker  attends, 

(2)  The  Girl  Guides  ’  Room,  Broadclyst,  on  the  2nd  and  4'th 
Thursdays  from  2  p.n.  to  5  p,m.  Dr.  Locldiart  attends  on 
the  second  Thursdo.y  of  each  month, 

(3)  The  Shack,  Slevrton,  Whimple,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Thursda;^^s 
from  2  p,m,  to  5  p.m.  Dr,  Walker  attends  on  the  3rd 
Thursdays  only, 

(4)  The  School  Room,  Kenton,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Tesdays  from 
2  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  attended  by  Dr,  Wallcer  on  the  2nd 
Tuesday  only, 

(5)  The  Memorial  Hall,  Topsham,  on  the  2nd  and  41b  Thursdays 
from  2  p,m,  to  5  p.m.  attended  by  Dr,  Walker. 


DLiring  the  year  the  following  attendances  were  raades- 


Parish 

ibthers 

Infants 

1-5  years 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Alphington 

332 

44 

246 

36 

143 

15 

Broadclyst 

302 

43 

168 

30 

180 

20 

Whimple 

96 

11 

78 

11 

50 

3 

Kenton 

215 

6 

132 

7 

161 

2 

Topsham 

447 

30 

319 

33 

225 

3 

(  "’"coluimis  denote  attendances  for  the  first  time), 

(e)  PI PHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIQU . 

Iramunisa,tion  against  Diphtheria  should  bo  given  at  the  age  of  8 
months  and  consists  of  a  course  of  tvro  injections  of  A.P.T.  given  at 
one  month's  interval.  The  protection  thus  provided  should  be 
maintained  by  moans  of  a  single  reinforcing  injection  at  5  years  of 
age,  and  a  second  single  reinforcing  injection  at  10  years  of  age. 

The  immunisation  can  be  given  by  the  patient's  own  doctor,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  by 
the  Assistance  County  Medical  Officeis, 

During  1954?  431  children  received  initial  inmunisation  and 
607  wore  given  reinforcing  injections,  an  increase  on  the  numbers 
immunised  during  the  previous  year. 
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MNUAL  HEx^ORT 


of  the 

SANIT.1RY  INSPECTOR  and  SURVEYOR 

for  the  year  195A. 

itr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  mry  Annual  Report,  and  the 
following  is  a  brief  sunmarj  of  the  work  carried  out  by  ny 
depojrtment  during  the  year  under  review. 

1.  DRA  BIAGE. 

(i)  Existing  properties. 

Premises  connected  to  sever-  ...  ...  ...  35 

Premises  redrained  and  septic  tanks  provided  ...  46 
Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets  ...  74 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Miscellaneous  drainage  work  ...  ...  ...  55 

( ii )  Hew  houses  and  other  buildings  (not  including  Council  Houses) . 

Connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Connected  to  septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  76 


2.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Total  number  of  houses  connected  to  public  water 

mains  at  the  end  of  1954  •••  •••  •••  4>880 

Total  number  of  houses  obtaining  water  from 

standpipes  at  end  of  1954  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■>  163 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  mains 

during  the  year  (including  Council  houses)  ...  324 

Number  of  water  sa,mplos  sent  for  bacteriological 

analysis  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  51 


The  results  of  all  the  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis  are  tabulated  belows- 


Class 


Well  Supplies 


Public 

Private 

Satisfactory 

16 

Doubtful 

- 

2 

Unsatisfactory'’ 

1 

32 

Total 

1 

50 

Notes  One  sample  was  talcen  by  the  Engineer's  Department  at 
Clyst  Hydon  Council  Houses,  and  was  satisfactory. 


3,  INFECTIOUS  DISE.1SES. 


Enquiries  made  in  connection  with  cases  of 

infectious  diseases 
Visits  re  disinfections  ...  ... 
Number  of  houses  fui'iigated  ...  ... 
Verminous  premises  (fleas)  ...  ... 


52 

1 

3 

4 


4.  FOOD  MD  DilUGS  ACT,  193B. 

( a )  MEAT  INSFECTIQN« 


-  IS  - 


On  the  1st  July,  1954?  the  control  of  slcoughtering  and  meat 
rationing  was  withdrawn,  and  the  Council  resolved  to  issue  temporary 
licences  (to  expire  on  31st  -December ,  1954)  to  eleven  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  follovdng  parishes s  Broadclyst  (2),  Topshara  (3)? 
Otterton,  IJhimple,  Starcross,  Kennford,  Clyst  St.  I-fery,  and  Woodbury. 

The  Clyst  St.  Mory  slaughterhouse  was  only  used  on  two  occasions  and 
that  at  Woodbury  not  at  a,ll. 

This  necessitated  increased  hours  of  duty  on  an  already 
overworked  staff,  especially  as  slaughtering  took  place  at  various 
days  and  times,  including  Siondoys,  and  at  scattered  points  in  the 
district,  and  entailed  a  considerable  amount  of  overtime;  it  was 
therefore  at  first  an  impossibility  to  carry  out  100  -per  cent  inspection. 
However,  with  the  appointment  of  two  additional  inspectors,  who  took 
up  their  duties  on  the  1st  October,  this  was  relieved,  and  all  animals 
slaughtered  throughout  the  district  were  inspected  after  that  date. 

In  addition,  Messrs.  Eastmans  Ltd.  made  an  application  to  use  a 
slaughterhouse  at  Longdown  at  which  it  was  their  intention  to  slaughter 
animals  to  supply  meat  for  all  their  shops  in  the  South  West  (Devon, 
Dorset,  Cornwall  and  part  of  Somerset),  approximately  70  shops. 

At  their  meeting  at  the  end  of  the  year,  this  Council  reviewed 
the  position  with  regard  to  slaughtering  facilities,  following  a 
report  from  the  Sub  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  and 
represe-ntations  of  tho  officials  concerned  that  the  slaughterhouses 
at  Whimple  and  Otterton  be  licensed  conditional  on  the  applicants 
carrying  out  such  improvement  works  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Council,  and  it  was  resolved  as  follows?-, 

'*'(a)  That  the  Council  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  slaughter¬ 
house  facilities  in  their  district  ought  to  be  reduced 
having  regard  to  the  existence  of  adequate  alternative 
slaughterhouse  facilities  provided  by  another  local  authority, 

DO  HEREBY  RESOLVE  that  as  provided  by  Section  61  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  193S  as  amended  and  extended  by  Section  4(l) 
of  tho  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954?  no  further  slaughterhouse 
licences  shall  be  granted  or  renewed  in  respect  of  any  premises 
in  the  Rural  District  after  the  30th  September,  1955?  I'/ith 
the  exception  of ?- 

(i)  The  slaughterhouse  at  Longdown  in  the  Rarish  of 
Alphington,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Eastmans  Limited. 

(ii)  The  slaughterhouse  at  The  ^^Lll  in  the  Parish  of 
Otterton  occupied  by  I'lir,  S.  F.  Payne, 

(iii)  The  slaughterhouse  at  Riverview,  in  the  Parish  of 
Wiimple,  occupied  by  14''.  R.  Webber. 

(b)  That  tho  Council  shall  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
of  Food  reserve  power  to  grant  for  special  reasons  a  fresh 
licence. 

(c)  That  the  above  resolution  be  subrdLtted  to  the  Minister  of 
Food  for  his  approval. 

RESOLFED  FURTIiER  - 

(a)  That  licences  in  respect  of  the  following  slaughterhouses  be 
renewed  until  the  30th  September,  1955  (if  applied  for)  - 
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Situation  of  Slaughterhouse 

1.  26,  Fore  Stroot,  Topsham, 

2.  74?  Fore  Street,  Topsham, 

3.  21,  High  Street,  Topshan, 

4.  Acacia  House,  Kennford. 

5.  "Karaloop",  Clyst  St.  Mary. 

6.  Town  End,  Broo,dclyst. 

7.  Strand  Y.ard,  Starcross. 

8.  ''Hellings*',  Broadclyst, 

9.  The  Mill,  Otterton, 

10,  *'Riverview" ,  Vihinple. 


Maine  and  Address  of  Licencee. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Rodd,  26,  Fore  Street, 
Topsham, 

^^r.  W.  0.  V/hite,  74?  Fore  Street, 
Topsham, 

Mr.  A.  G.  Tickle,  21,  High  Street, 
Topsham, 

Itr.  F.  Holmes,  Acacia  House,  Kennford. 

Mr.  L.  J.  V/hite,  "Karaloop”,  Clyst 
St.  Mary. 

Mr.  M.  T.  R.  Gibbins,  Town  End, 
Broadclyst. 

The  Royal  l/estern  Coimties 
Institution  Hospital  Group,  Starcross. 

Vt.  G.  Squire,  142,  Fore  Street, 
Exeter. 

14'.  S.  F.  Payne,  Kingsway,  Fore 
Street,  Otterton, 

Mr.  R.  Webber,  "Riverview",  Uhimple. 


(b)  That  provided  such  works  of  improvement  as  will  render 
the  premises  fit  for  the  purpose  ore  carried  out  before 
the  30th  September,  1955  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council 
the  slaughterhouse  licences  shall  (if  applied  for)  be 
renevrcd  for  the  period  ending  on  the  31st  July,  1959  in 
respect  of  the  folloi/iing  premises 

(i)  The  slaughterhouse  at  The  Mill  in  the  Parish  of 
Otterton  occupied  l:y  Mr.  3.  F.  Payne, 

(ii)  The  slaughterhouse  at  Riverview  in  the  Parish  of 
I'/himple,  occupied  by  14.  R.  Webber. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  throughout  the 
district  were  as  follows:- 


Slaughtered  during  period: 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  ■ 

1.7.54  -  30.9.54. 

153 

65 

1,306 

257 

1.10.54  -  31.12.54. 

128 

37 

519 

318 

Total 

281 

102 

1,825 

575 

Inspected  during  period: 

Bullocks 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1.7.54  “  30.9.54. 

64 

12 

430 

130 

1.10.54  -  31.12.54. 

128 

37 

519 

318 

Total 

192 

49 

949 

_ L 

448 

20  - 


The  total  weight  of  neat  condenned  during  this  period,  was:- 
Tubercular  2,409';j'  lbs. 


Other  Diseases  2 

,039 

lbs. 

lbs. 

The  following  neat  was  condemined 

prior  to  decontrol:- 

1  Bullocks  head  and  tongue 

27 

lbs. 

Imported  ca.lves  livers 

60 

lbs. 

1  Bullocks  c.arcase  and  offal 

700 

lbs. 

787 

lbs. 

Total  5 >23 si"  lbs. 


Two  beef  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Gysticercus 
Bovis  and  the  carcases  sent  to  Pinhoe  Gold  Stores  for  holding  for 
required  period  of  21  days  at  21°F,  the  affected  parts  being  destroyed. 


The  analysis  of  carcases  and  organs  destroyed  is  as  follows s- 


Tubercular 

Other  Diseases 

1 

Bullocks  carcase  and  offal 

1 

BuJLlocks  carcase  and  offal 

6 

"  heads  and  tongues 

4 

?t 

heads  and  tongues 

Q 

/ 

"  lungs 

26 

)i 

Livers 

3 

”  nesenterys 

8 

it 

(part)  livers 

3 

*'  livers 

2 

it 

limgs 

47 

Pigs  heads  and  tongues 

1 

It 

tongues 

6 

"  limgs 

12 

Pigs 

livers 

6 

”  livers 

2 

It 

(part)  livers 

9 

"  plucks 

25 

(I 

lungs 

9 

”  nesenterys 

5 

it 

plucks 

1 

"  kidneys 

2 

ti 

hearts 

1 

Calves  ” 

1 

It 

kidney 

1 

It 

mesentery 

2  Calves  lungs 
Port  *'  leg 
93  Sheeps  livers 
45  "  (part)  liver 

2  "  forequarters 

7  ”  lungs 


( b )  INSPECTIONS  OF  OTHER  FOOD  x^REMSES. 


Grocers  and  General  Provision  Shops  ...  97 

No,  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  43 

Balcehouses  and  Bakers  shops  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  22 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

No,  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  SI 

Slaughterhouses  in  use  ...  ...  ...  .11 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  379 

Fish  shops  (\iet  and  fried  fish)  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  inspections  n.a,de  ...  ...  ...  7 

Canteens  (School  and  Works)  ...  ...  57 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Food  Preparation  Rooms  “  Inspections 


17 


Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
No,  of  inspections  made  ... 

Restaurants  ...  ... 

No.  of  inspections  made  ... 


7 

2 

33 

26 


Inspections  of  hawkers’  vans  and  stalls 


Public  Houses  ...  ... 

•  •  o  • 

•  e 

82 

No,  of  inspections  made  ... 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

7 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMED. 

902  tins  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs 

Ovrts  • 

9rs. 

lbs. 

Oz. 

...  11 

5 

8 

Currants  ...  ... 

•  •  •  *** 

1 

2 

Dried  Egg  Powder...  ... 

...  3 

- 

— 

Dried  Peas  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  « 

3 

14 

>• 

Haricot  Beans  , , ,  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Dried  apricots  ...  ...  ... 

•  o  •  ““ 

- 

20 

- 

Total  condemned 

...  15 

3 

14 

8 

5.  ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  ...  ...  ...  90 

Number  of  premises  registered  but  not  retailing  6 

Number  of  premises  selling  pre-packed  ice  cream  86 

Number  of  premises  selling  loose  ice  cream  only  3 

Number  of  manufacturers  (one  cold  rax,  one 

pasteurised)  ...  2 


During  the  yeex  57  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises 
as  against  56  in  the  year  1953?  and  the  number  of  samples  taken  was 
33  as  against  49  in  the  previous  year.  This  was  partly  due  to  the 
fact  that  other  work  of  the  department  has  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  less  time  can  be  devoted  to  this  particular  subject,  and 
partly  because  many  of  the  retailers  sell  the  sane  manufactired 
commodity.  As  long  as  spocimen  samples  are  taken  of  deliveries 
by  the  same  manufacturer  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  this 
should  effectively  cover  and  control  the  production  and  distribution 
of  ice  cream. 


Results  of  samples  and  comparative  results  of  previous  years:- 


,  .  , 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Grade  I 

58 

94  . 

53 

32 

18 

54.20% 

70.68% 

74.6% 

65.31% 

54.55% 

Grade  2 

32 

16 

12 

9 

10 

30, 00% 

12.03% 

17.05. 

18.36% 

30.33% 

Grade  3 

11 

16 

4 

6 

5 

10.20% 

12.03% 

6,0% 

12.25% 

15.15% 

Grade  4 

6 

7 

2 

2 

— 

- 

5.6% 

■ 

5.26% 

2.80% 

4.08% 
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6.  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATONS,  19A9. 

Number  of  millc  distributors  in  the  District 

(15  of  which  have  premises  outside  the  District)...  33 

Number  of  dairies  in  the  District  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of.  samples  of  millc  talcen  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  producer/retailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Section  20. 

During  the  year  a  report  was  received  from  the  County  Medical 
Officer  that  a  sample  of  milk  talion  from  a  producer  had  been  sub¬ 
mitted  for  biological  examination  and  had  proved  positive  for 
tuberculosis.  Immediate  action  was  talcen  by  serving  a  notice  by  hand 
on  the  dairyman  restraining  him  from  selling  millc  produced  from 
his  herd  as  raw  milk  and  ordering  him  to  have  such  millc  pasteurised 
or  heat  treated.  Arrangements  were  made  with  Messrs.  Hammetts  Ltd, 
of  Exeter  to  talco  the  milk  from  this  farm  and  paste'urise  sane  until 
they  received  further  notice.  The  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  MLnistiy 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (Animal  Health  Division)  made  tests 
of  all  the  cows  in  the  herd. 

7.  MOVEABLE  D^JELLINGS.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  269. 

During  the  year  there  were  11  new  applications  to  license 
sites  under  the  above  Act,  of  v;hich  7  were  granted  and  4  refused.  In 
addition,  5  applications  for  renewa.1  were  granted.  During  the  year 
there  wore  66  licenses  in  operation,  all  of  which  were  iss  led  for 
periods  of  more  than  12  months.  The  number  of  licenses  expiring 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  7,  5  of  ^diom  re-applied.  36  inspections 
of  sites  were  carried  out. 

As  pointed  out  last  year,  sites  for  small  numbers  of  moveable 
dwellings  are  becoming  more  numerous  and  scattered,  and  a  greater 
number  of  people  are  being  attracted  to  this  node  of  living.  It 
continues  to  be  very  difficult  to  exercise  proper  control  over  all 
the  sites. 


There  are  at  present  seven  large  caravan  sites  in  this  District, 

viz 


Alphington 

Alphington 

Topsham 

Otter ton 

Otterton 

Kennf ord 

Tedburn  St,  Mary 


The  Firs,  Balcer’s  Hill  ...  16 
"Exouia”,  Pocombe  Quany. . .  172 
Ne\-;port  Park  ...  ...  90 
Garter's  Field  ...  ...  25 
La.dran  Bay  Cafe  ...  ...  20 
Haldon  Chalet  ...  ...  15 
"The  Red  Indian”  ...  ...  100 


The  two  fields  at  Otterton  are  licensed  for  simmer  use  only. 
The  Tedburn  St.  Mary  site  is  not  licensed.  With  the  exception  of 
Otterton,  all  the  above  sites  have  been  given  temporary  approval 
under  the  Toxm  and  Gountiy  Planning  Act,  and  these  are  under 
consideration. 


8.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

The  comprehensive  collection  of  refuse  throughout  the  District 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily,  although  it  ’must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  number  of  developed  sites  and  individual  houses,  flats, 
etc,  which  have  been  erected  in  the  six  years  since  the  commencement 
of  the  scheme  ha.ve  added  considerably  to  the  work  *  entailed. 

Number  of  inspections  regarding  refuse  collection  ...  87 

Number  of  inspections  regarding  refuse  disposal  ...  350 
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Thc  disposal  of  household  refuse  has  been  hj  controlled, 
tipping  at  the  following  places 

Gliristoxj  ~  This  tip  will  last  for  a  nunber  of  years  as  it 
serves  only  a  snail  area,  i.e.  Bridford,  Cliristow  (part)  and  Dunsford. 

Topshan  -  For  the  first  tine  for  many  years  aid  certainly  since 
the  comenceraent  of  the  conprehensivo  scheme,  there  is  not  a  refuse 
tip  in  the  Parish  of  Topsham.  Negotiations  were  altered  into  for  a 
piece  'of  marshland  which  needed  reclaiming  at  Cott  Farm,  Blue  Ballj 
unfortunately  it  was  discovered  that  the  source. of  water  supply  came 
from  the  centre  of  this  marsh,  and  this  proposal  had  to  be  abandoned 
until  ’such  ’time  as  a  water  main  becomes  available  and  the  present 
supply  could  be  discontinued, 

Woodbury  -  This  tip  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  was 
bulldozed  and  left  so  that  it  now  can  be  worked  •with  the  adjoining 
land.  The  access  made  for  the  purpose  of  this  tip  is  still  retained 
by  the'  farmer.' 

A  new  tip  was  commenced  in  close  proximity  to  the  previous  sitG| 
this  site  consists  of  a  deep  ditch  300  yards  in  length  which  ends  in 
a  small  copse,  and  in  this  is  being  first  laid  18"  concrete  pipes  to 
form  a  continuation  of  a  culvert  talcing  storm  water  from  an  area  of 
land  on  part  of  Woodbury  Common,  The  work  is  being  carried  out  with 
the  approva'l  of  the  Devon  County  Coimcil  Highways  Surveyor, 

Star  cross  -  This  tip  is  still  in  use,  a.nd  the  practice  of 
depositing  only  in  winter  months  to  avoid  nuisance  from  flies  to  the 
houses  nearby  was  continued* 

'  Exminster  -  This  tip  should  continue  to  serve  the  needs  of  this 
part  of  the’  district  for  at  least  another  year, 

Broadclyst  -  Ashclyst  Farm  Tip  -  refuse  disposal  continued 
on  this  useful  tip  for  that  area,  and  it  is  estimated  it  v/ill  last 
for  at  least  1955,  and  there  are  strong  prospects  for  another  site 
in  close  proximity. 

Clyst  St,  George  -  Kenniford  Farm,  As  visualized  in  1953?  tipping 
was  carried  out  on  this  farm  and  two  bomb  craters  and  another  pit 
commenced  during  1954*  There  ere  two  further  large  depressions  to  be 
used  which  will  talce  at  least  two  more  summers  to  complete,  I  must 
express  iry  grateful  thanks  to  the  owner/occupier  X)f  this  farm,  whobas 
not  only  made  the  sites  available  to  the  Council  with'cut  incurring 
any  cost,  but  has  been  most  helpful  in  all  v;ays  during  the  carrying 
out  of  the  operations  such  as  pulling 'out  tree  trunks  and  towing  lorries. 

These  sites  have  their  limitations,  as  after  a  day's  rain  it 
is  impossible  for  vehicles  to  traverse  fields  for  perhaps  a  week. 

In  addition,  an  approach  vas  made  by  the  owner  of  farmland  at 
Winslade  Park  where  a  long  wide  dyke  needs  filling,  but  similarly 
climatic  conditions  affect  us,  and  this  can  only  be  used  during  dry 
\reather,  and  may  not  be  brought  into  use  for  a.t  least  two  years. 

Depot  “  The  present  depot  would  appear  to  be  quite  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  this  department,  if  only  main  services,  especially 
electricity  and  water,  were  available  ~  the  former  for  lighting  and 
power  to  operate  petrol  pump  and  other  plant,  and  the  latter 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  washing  down  vehicles  and  providing 
drinking  water,  and  also  so  that  proper  modern  conveniences  could 
be  provided. 

Up  to  the  moment  the  vehicles  have  to  be  hosed  do'wn  at  the 
Devon  County  Council  Depot  some  distance  ai/ay . 

There  are  strong  hopes  that  electricity  maybocooo  available 
during  1955. 
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9.  SALVAGE. 

The  following  table  conipares  the  amount  of  materials  collected 
in  1953  with  the  respective  receipts;-,. 


19  5  3 

Materials 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

VJaste  paper 

99 

4 

1  ' 

497. 

3. 

1. 

Scrap  metal 

2 

13 

1 

22 

45 

2. 

2. 

Rags 

- 

5 

3 

- 

6. 

6. 

6. 

Total 

102 

3 

1 

22 

548. 

11. 

9. 

‘ 

1 

9  5  4 

• 

Materials 

Tons 

Cvrts  # 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper 

73 

11 

7 

5 

475. 

19 

6. 

Cardboard  ' 

20 

18 

1 

- 

186. 

6. 

0. 

Mixed  metals 

2. 

2 

■  0 

19 

20. 

5. 

11. 

Rags 

- 

7 

1 

14 

7. 

7. 

6. 

Total 

97 

0 

2 

10 

689. 

18. 

• 

1 — 1 

1 — I 

10.  HOUSING. 

(a)  HOUSING  REPAIRS  ;iND  RENTS  ACT,  1954  -  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

Under  the  above  Act,  the  duty  was  placed  on  the  local  authority 
to  malce  a  comprehensive  survey  of  housing  in  their  area  with  a 
view  to  declaring 

(1)  Estimated. number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
being  a  total  of  those  which  can  or  cannot  be  made  fit 
at  reasonable  expense. 

(2)  Period  of  time  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 
securing  demolition  of  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  orders  alreac^  operating  for  clearance  or 
compulsory  purchase. 

(4)  Number  of  orders  for  which  proposa.ls  have  been 
submitted  to  Minister. 

(5)  Other  actions  which  Local  Authority  will  talce  within 
5  years. 

This  survey  was  commenced  in  October,  1954?  when  the  new 
inspectors  took  up  duty,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  845  houses 
in  the  district  had  been  inspected.  It  would  not  be  wise  to  malce  an 
analysis  of  the  survey  at  this  stage,  but  to  wait  until  the  picture 
for  the  whole  of  the  district  is  complete. 
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(b)  HOUSING  IMPROmENT  GRAI^TS,-  Housing  Act,  .1949. 

By  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Governnent 
the  Council  were  reminded  during  the  year  1954  that  the  Government 
desired  to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  local  authorities 
and  to  private  oxjners  who  wished  to  modernise  and  malte  better  use  of 
existing  houses  by  improvements  and  conversions. 

Revised  requirements  under  x^art  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  have 
been  submitted  to  local  authorities,  and  these  are  as  follov;s:- 

She  dwelling  must,  after  improvement  or  conversion 

be  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  substantially  free 
from  damp, 

ha.vG  each  room  properly  lighted  and  -ycntilated, 

have  cn  adequa,te  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on 
inside  the  dwelling, 

be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of 
supplying  hot  water  for  domestic  purposes, 

have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible 
water  closet, 

have  a  fixed  bath,  (or  shower)  preferably  in  a 
separate  room^' 

be  provided  with  a..'sinl<;  or  sinks  and  with  sui'lable 
arrangemeni  for  the  disposal  of  waste  x^ater, 

have  a  proper  drainage  system, 

be  provided  in  each  room  xdth  adequate  points  for  gas 
or  olectric  lighting  (where  reasono,bly  available), 

be  provided  with-  a.dequate  facilities  for  heating, 

have  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing,  preparing 
and  cooking  food, 

have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel  (where 
required). 

Many  enquiries  ;liave  been  received  and  investigations  made,  but 
the  actual  formal  applications  received  and  dealt  with  have  been 
corparatively  small. 

The  follo\;ing  schedule  gives  details  of  the  formal  applications 
for  grants  received  during  the  year  under  reviews- 


Total 

Appli¬ 

cations 

No.  of 
houses 
involved 

Total 

Estimated 

Expenditure 

No. 

.Approved 

Total 

Grants 

No. 

Deferred 

No. 

Refused 

10 

14 

£3,167.  7,  10 

4 

£1,105.  19.  2 

2 

4 

These  applications  ha,ve  steadily  increased  since  the  close  of 
the  year  1954« 

(c)  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

In  the  post  war  years  a.  tota.1  of  909  Council  houses  have  been 
erected,’  and  during  the  year  1954  a  further  113  houses  became 
available.  As  pointed  out  in  ny  last  report,  I  feel  that  many 
allocations  only  provided  separate  dwellings  for  tiiose  people  who 
were  living  in  rooms  with  relatives,  etc.  and  did  not  in  the  main 
•touch  the  fringe  of  the  ba,dly  housed. 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 


-  26  ”• 


Routine  Inspectiojis  of  Council  Houses.. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
give  so  imich  time  to  the  scheme  of  inspections  to  try  and  effect  an 
econoii'y:  in  repa.irSy  renovc-tions ^  and  decorations  tc  these  houses, 
but  the  following  is  a  list  of  h'juses  inspected  vjith  the'  classification 
of  tenants - 


Year 

Tota,l  No, 
of  houses 
inspected 

Classification 

Excellent 

Very-  good 

Good 

Fair  ■' 

Poor 

1953 

113 

23 

20. 36^^ 

34 

30.09% 

26 

23.09^ 

27 

23.10% 

3 

2.66% 

1954 

237 

57 

24.05fo 

101 

42.62^ 

45 

18.98^^ 

33 

13.92% 

1 

0.42% 

Total 

350 

80 

22.85% 

135 

38.51% 

71 

20,27fo 

_ 

60 

\l.\k% 

4 

1.43% 

Maintenance  of  Council  Houses. 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses- 

Work  Carried  out 

Bridford 

12 

External  painting,  front  and  ends  only. 

Dunsford 

4 

External  painting,  front  and  ends  only. 

Colaton  Raleigh 

.  -  -  — 

10 

Eoctornal  painting. 

Exr.iinster  (Tomfield) 

21 

do .  do , 

Harpford  (Burrow) 

18 

do .  do . 

Honiton  Glyst 

6 

do ,  do . 

Pinhoe 

7 

14  flats 

do ,  do . 

Re-we  (1-6,  Gross 

Park) 

6 

do.  do,„ 

Stoke  Canon  (Queens 
Terrace) 

4 

do .  do , 

Woodbury  (Globe  Flats) 

4  flats 

do  do. 

Chris  tow' 

8i 

Mains  water  laid  on  to  houses  and 

Earth  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets 

Tedbum  St.  Mary 

10 

1 

j _ _ _ 

Mains  water  laid  on  to  houses-  and 

Earth  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets 

No,  of  inspections  of  Co-uncil  Houses  for  all  purposes  -  1,300. 

11.  FLAMING. 

The  folloimig  tables  show  under  what  headings  a  total  of  681 
plans  were  submitted  during  the  yeai".  It  wiJ.l  be  appreciated  that 
many  such  approvals  were,  sought  under  both  Town  and  Country  Planning 
and  Byelaws  and  in  consequence  come  under  more  than  one  heading.  It 
should  also' be  noted  that  the  tables  give  only  a  picture  of  actual 
approvals  in  the  12  months  and  many  plans  submitted  had  not  been 
finally  a,pproved  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  were  carried  over  to  1955. 
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B.y claws  only. 

Drainag© 

Additions 

Conversions 

Garages 

Others 

55 

58 

13 

54 

90 

Planning  only. 

Sites 

Access 

Petrol  Temporary 

Advts.  Cai'avans 

Others 

153 

23 

10 

31  16 

108 

Pl.annin^^  cjid  Byelav/s. 

Now  hoiises  Nev;  bull  din  :?s 

174 


Conversions 
&  additions 


43 


Flat 

3 


Approved 

Byelaws  Plannini^ 


396 


479 


Byelaws 

32 


Planning 


53 


Work  commenced 
247 


Foundations 
184 


Drainage 

113 


Completions 

151 


Visits  in  connection  mth  plans  approved  before  1954°- 

Foundations  Drainage  Conplotions 

50  291  137 

12.  CIVIL  BUILDING  LICEr^ING. 

A  circular  letter  dated  3rd  November,  1954?  was  received  from 
the  liLnistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  stating  (inter  alia) 
that  as  from  the  10th  November,  1954?  oil  building  and  civil  engineering, 
work  may  be  ca^rried  out  with  .'ut  the  need  of  a  building  licence  or  of 
an  authorisation  in  the  case  of  xgork  done  by  a  local  authority,  or  a 
statutory  undertaJeer. 

A  later  circular'  gave  directions  relating  to  the  destruction  of 
official  documents  in  connection  with  building  licensing. 

During  the  whole  of  the  licensing  period  a  total  of  5?691  formal 
applications  were  received  for  various  works.  In  addition  loany 
applications  were  dealt  with  and  licences  issued  direct  by  the  Ministry 
for  considerable  building  a.nd  constructional  work  in  this  district. 

Before  the  discontinuance  of  building  licences  there  was  a 
distinct  fa.lling  off  in  the  number  of  applications  received,  due  in 
the  main  to  the  increased  ''free  limit",  with  the  result  that  during 
the  year  under  review  the  actual  number  of  applications  dealt  with 
was  only  51.  Since  the  discontinuance  of  civil  building  licensing 
there  has  been  a  tremendous  increase  in  civil  building  operations  as 
shoxm  by  the  amount  of  \york  coxried  out  in  connection  with  plans  which 
had  already  been  approved  under  the  Council’s  building  byelaws,  etc. 
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13.  HOUSING  DTSPSCTICT^S, 


The  work  of  the  departaent  under  these  headings  was  as  follows 


New  buildings  ins  loected 

I2i2 

mk 

Visits  re  foundations 

233 

234 

”  ”  drainage 

425 

404 

"  ”  completions 

215 

288 

Other  visits 

42s 

713 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses  inspected 

93 

79 

Reinspections 

125 

(abated  41s 
in  hand  45) 

102 

Informal  notices  served 

86 

94  1 

Statutory  notices  served 

0 

3 

Verminous  premises  inspected 

3 

5 

Disinfestations 

3 

4 

Housing  Acts. 

Houses  inspected 

29 

868 

Reinspections 

43 

162 

No.  reported  as  being  not  in  all 
respects  fit,  and  notices  served 

8 

6 

Demolition  orders  mde 

1 

3 

Houses  demolished 

4 

3 

Undertald.ngs  accepted 

3 

2 

Houses  repaired  and  made  fit 

5 

2 

Still  under  consideration 

2 

1 

in  hand 


New  buildinrcG.  The  lessening  of  licencing  restrictions  on  new 
buildings  and  building  work  generally  has  caused  a  large  aiaount  of 
increased  xwrk  in  the  department. 


14.  NO.  OF  PETROLEUM  LICENCES  ISSUED. 

No.  of  premises  licensed  to  store  .  145- 

No,  of  premises  licensed  to  store  Carbide  of  Calcium. . .  2 


15.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1943. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspect-ions  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  on 
register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  x/hich 
sections  l,2,3s4s  ^ 

are  to  be  enforced  ty 

Local  Authorities 

47 

- 

1 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  v/hich  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  ' 
Authority, 

110 

22 

8 

- 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
•enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworker  s'  pr  emi s  0  s ) 

17 

3S 

1 

Total 

174 

60 

10 

1 

1 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No,  of 
cases  in 
which  pros- 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Re  fen 
T)  H.M, 
Inspector 

'ed 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

e cut ions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted 

Went  of  cloanliness 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 

3 

2  . 

3 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

4 

- 

5 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

1 

for  sexes 

1 

wm 

1 

Total 

— 

10  . 

_ 

8 

- 

10 

P/iRT-  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  work. 

No,  of  out-workers  in  August 
list  required  by  Sect,  110(l)(c) 

Wearing  apparel  -  mai^iing,  etc. 

7 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

5 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

2 

i 

Fumituhe  and  upholstery 

3 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or  parts  thereof  m.ado 
wholly  Or  partially  of  paper 

2 

Total 

19  ' 

16,  PREVSNTION  OF  D/U'I/iGE  BY  FESTS  ACT.  1949. 


Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  March,  1955« 


Type  of  Property 

Non-agr i cul tur  al 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 

All  other 

(including 
business 
premises ) 

Total  of 

Cols  1, 

2,  &  3« 

Agricultural 

1.  No.  of  properties 
in  District 

32 

8,853 

321 

9,206 

806 

2,  No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 

a.  3 

20 

7 

30 

5 

of  (a)  notification 
(b)  Survey  under  the 

b.29 

573 

11 

537 

22 

Act,  (c)  otherwise, 
e.g,  when  visited 

C.51 

38 

55 

144 

43 

primarily’  for  some 
other  purpose. 

l__^ 
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. ■.  ,  ■  ■  . - . . 

lype  of  Property 

Non-agricultural 

Agricultural 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Total  of 
Cols  1, 

2,  Si  3» 

*  * 

3.  lotal  .inspections 
carried  out,  including 
-re-inspections  . : 

123, 

2,510 

S3 

2,716 

112 

1 

4.  No.  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sec.  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested,  by; 

/  \  ,  Major 

(a)  Rats  ... 

Minor 

/  s  Major  ' 

(b)  Mice 

S 

3 

1 

133 

307 

2 

5 

7 

1 

146 

310 

•  4  ^ 

5 

3 

5.  No.  of  infested 
properties  (See  Sec, 

4)  treated  by  the 

Local  Authority 

12 

447 

8 

467 

1 

t 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out,  including 
re-treatments 

20 

451 

8 

479 

I  d 

7.  No.  of  notices 
served  •under  Sec.  4 
of  the  Act. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S,  No,  of  cases  in 
which  defa.ult  action 
was  talcen  following  the 
issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sec.  4» 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Legal  Proceedings 

- 

'  - 

- 

- 

- 

10.  No,  of  "Block?'  . 
control  schemes 
carried  out 

to 

r<a 

-  324' 

7  i 

1 

331 

1 

j 


i  am^  Ladies  and  Gentlenen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

\h  T.  HAVEER, 

M.  I.Mun.  2c  Cy.  Engineers, 

C  •  1 V,  •  S  on  •  ■;  Ins  t*,  1*«S»X  A« , 

Cert.  Meat  &  Food  Insp. , 
Registered  Architect, 

Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor. 


Rural  District  Council 

OF 

ST.  THOMAS 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

ENGINEER 

for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955 
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C«  HOWARD  PENDLEBURY,  3oSc, (Eng), Hons o , 
AoM, loCoEe  jAoMo I.MechoE. ,A.M, IoE,E, , 
AoM.  loStmctflEo  jM,  I,WoE,  jAcMoT.P^  I,  , 

M n  I o Man •  E ,  , Al » Ins toHoE,  jMoRe  San , I , , 
Engineer  to  the  Council, 

Sto  Thomas  Rural  District  Council 
26,  East  Southernhay, 
EXETER 


May,  1955: 


ST«  THOMAS  RUR/iL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ENGINEER’S  DEPARTMENT 
STAFF 


Engineer  to  the  Council 


Assistant  Engineer 

(as  from  21st  June,  1954) 

Engineering  Assistant 

Draughtsman 

Secretarial 

Articled  Pupils 


Co  Howard  Pendlehury,  3cSc. (Eng) oHonso , 
Londono,  A,M»I,C,Eo,  AcM. I,Mech«E. , 
A.MoI.E,E«,  H.I.W.Eo,  A,M.T.P,Io, 
MoIoMun.Eo,  MoRoSanoIo,  A. M, I. Struct. E. 
Mo  Inst .HcE. ,  Testamur  and  T.P.  Cert. 
Institution  of  Municipal  Engineers. 

Lc  T«  Palmer,  A. M« I. Mun.E. ,  Testamur 
Institution  of  Municipal  Engineers. 

J«  F.  Battershy 

F .  Co  Garland 

L.  C.  A.  Hill 

J.  Rawe,  StudoI.C.E.,  Stud. I. Mun.E. , 
Stud.I.W.E, 

C.  D.  King 

(as  from  1st  September,  1954) 


EMPLOYEES 


V.'aterv/orks 


Sewerage 


Water  Inspector 
Full  time 

Part  time 

Foreman  Bricklayer 
Full  time 
Part  time 


-  A.  W.  Miller,  R.P. 

-  3  Plumbers 

3  Ma inlayers 
1  Skilled  Labourer 

-  3  Pump  Attendants 

-  A.  Nev/man 

-  8  Watermen  (Sewage) 

-  2  Attendants 


•  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SAINT  THOMS 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

ENGINEER 


for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1955o 


To  the  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the  Saint  Thomas  Rural  District 
Council: 

Mr»  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  honour  to  suhiiit  my  fourth  annual  report  covering 
the  work  undertaken  in  the  Engineer’s  Department  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  Jlarch,  1955» 

No  alterations  have  taken  place  in  the  administrative 
boundary  of  the  District  during  the  current  yearo  The  area  of 
the  District  being  11  A? 592  acres  and  some  21  miles  across  from 
East  to  West,  and  17, miles  from  North  to  South* 

The  1951  Census  population  figures  have  been  received  from 
the  Registrar  General  and  these  are  given  in  the  appendix*  The 
total  for  the  district  was  31 j 980,  while  the  present  estimate  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  is  32,310  (Mid  195A)  (Permanent  residents  only)* 

There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  magnitude  of 
the  Council’s  water  undertaking  during  the  year,  to  which  reference 
will  be  made  later* 

The  activities  of  tb^^  Department  may  be  conveniently  sub-divided 
I  into  Sewerage  and  ’’•’aterworks* 


I*  SE^A^RIxGE  SECTION 
Ao  Works  Carried  Out 


1  *  Exminster  Sewage  Treatment  Plant 


550  Yards  of  12  inch  concrete  tube  complete  with  manholes 
i  ;vere  laid  as  distribution  and  collecting  pip.es  for  the  effluent 
j  on  the  land  irrigation  area* 

The  six  old  slate  contact  beds  were  emptied  and  the 
dividing  v/alls  removed  so  as  to  make  two  horizontal  flow  settling 
tanks.  This  work  involved  the  removal  by  hand  of  16^  tons  of 
slate,  145  square  yards  of  rendering,  and  the  provision  of  new 
inlet  and  outlet. weirs  and  scum  boards.  (Work  still  in  progress)* 


1 


2o  Woodbury  Salterton  Housing  Site  Treatment , Plant 


This  plant  was  originally  designed  for  twenty  houses 
and  is  now  serving  thirty-two  houses o.  It  is  situated  only 
60  feet  from  the  nearest  house,  and  continual  complaints  were  ■ 

being  received  concerning  the  smell  nuisance.  In  November,  i 

195^  a  chlorinator  was  installed  to  treat  the  effluent.  Control 
is  automatic  through  the  float  switch  for  the  pump.  At  the  j 

same  time,  the  discharge  of  the  effluent  was  extended  some  70  ! 

yards  downstream  to  under  the  bridge.  A  considerable  ! 

improvement  in  the  quality. of  the  effluent  has  resulted.  i 

i 

3«  Colaton  Raleigh  Housing  Treatment  Plant 


The  plant  is  1.25  times  overloaded  and  in  order  to 
improve  conditions,  recirculation  has  been  instituted  so  that 
the  strength  of  the  sevrage  flowing  over  the  filter  is  reduced. 

4o  Jarvis  Hayes  Treatment  Plant  -  Broadclyst  Dog. 


The  old  filter  was  emptied  and  a  new  concrete  floor  laid 
to  convert  it  into  a  secondary  settling  tank,  as  a  result  of 
v/hich  the  quality  of  the  effluent  has  been  greatly  improved. 

250  Yards  of  ditch  were  cleaned  out  and  four  culverts 
at  field  crossings  vi/ere  constructed  to  deal  with  the  surface  Vvater 
from  the  new  Council  Housing  Site. 

All  the  above  work  v;as  Carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own 

workmen. 


B.  Schemes  Prepared 


The  follov/ing  schemes  were  prepared  during  the  year 
under  report 

1  .  Bridford 

A  complete  treatment  plant  for  the  village  of  Bridford 
with  la  D.WoP.  of  8,000  gallons.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme 
is  £9?  000.  ,  . ,  • 


2.  Kenton 


Relaying  of  1 50  yards  of  outfall  at  South  Town.  The 
contract  figure  for  this  work  is  £502.  14o  8. 


3«  Woodbury 

A  new  9  inch  outfall  sewer  from  the  existing  irrigation 
area  at  Woodbury  to  the- present  tidal  outfall  at  Exton.  The 
estimated  cost  is  £5>950o 
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Shillingford 


A  revised  scheme  on  the  lines  suggested  hy  the  Ministry  has 
heen  prepared  for  the  sewerage  and  sev/age  disposal  at  the  village e 
The  contract  figure  for  the  work  is  £5,977.  17.  1,  and  the  work 

commenced  on  the  25th  April,  1955. 


5o  Whitestone 


A  revised  scheme  on  the  lines  sug;:ested  hy  the  Ministry  has 
heenprepared  for  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  village o 
The  contract  figure  for  the  work  is  £6,201.  7.  4.  and  the  work 

comraenced  on  the  Uth  May,  1955.  •  . . 


C.  Schemes  approved  hy  the  Ministry 

1.  Whitestone  -  Sewerage  -  Contract  No.  16 


Contract  Figure  -  £6, *201.  7.  4, 

Contractor  -  Messrs.  Northcotts  of  Exeter. 


2.  Shillingford  -  Sewerage  -  Contract  No.  18 

Contract  Figure  -  £5,977.  17.  1. 

Contractor  -  Messrs.  W.  &  J.  Glossop, ,  Ltd. ,  Exeter. 

3.  Underhill  -  Se\:erage  ~  Lympstone  -  Contract  No.”  20 

Contract  Figure  -  £3,710.  8.  4. 

Contractor  -  Messrs.  Tancock  &  Co.,  Cullompton. 

4.  Exminster  -•  Sewerage  -  Rising  Main  -  Contract  No.  22 

Contract  Figure  -  £5,264.  11.  11. 

Contractor  -  The  Counties  Plant  Co.,  Exeter, 

5«  Alphington  -  Raglans  -  Sev/erage  -  Contract  No.  23 
Estimated  cost  -  £3,750 

6.  Rockheare  --  Sewerage  and  Sev/age  Disposal  . 

Estimated  cost  -  £16,779.  5.  6. 

Unfortunately  the -Ministry  has  heen  unahle  to  award  a 
starting  date  for  this  urgent  scheme. 


3 


D 


Other  Schemes 


Preliminary  levellinf  has  been  ..carried  out,  and  designs 
comm.enced  for  sewerage  schemes  for  Kenton,  Brampford  Speke, 
Newton  Poppleford  (Burrow),  Rt.;we  and  Pinlioe,,  although  v/ork  in 
this  direction  v/as  severely  handicapped  by  the  small  Technical 
Staff  available,  which  was  accentuated  by  the  aiDpointment  of 
Assistant  Engineer  being  vacant  for  nearly  three  months  of  the 
yearo 


E ,  Cesspool -Emptier 


De-sludging  by  means  of  a  Cesspool  'Emptier  has  again 
proved  very  efficient,  and  it  is  hoped  that  due  consideration 
will  be  given  in  the  future,  to  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
machine  operated  by  the  Council  in.. order  to  avoid  the -'•expense 
of  hiring® 


Po  Work  Carried  Cut  -  General 


57  Choked  sewers'  cleared 

19  Manhole  covers  and  frames  repaired  and  renewed® 

9  Access  roads'  to  sewage  works  repaired®' 

9  ■■'roken  sevvers  repaired®  .  . 

Sewage  compound  cleaned  up  and  access  road  laid 
at  Upton  Pyne  o  . 

Media  removed  and  G"  concrete  bed  laid  in  settling 
tank  and  ,2 5C' yards  ditch  cut  at  Jaryishayes,/_Broadclysto 

Sewers  chained  and  outfall  repaired  at  Starcross^ 

Brick  barrel  drain  and  outfall  repaired  at  Pollett 
Road,  Topsham® 

New  retaining  wall  constructed  at  side  of  existing 
sewage  tank  and  sev/erage  system  overhauled  at  Rockbeare® 

Brooks  cleaned  out  "at '  ShTllirigf  'ord  St'®"' G'eo'rge 

;  Kennford 
etterton 

:  East  Budleigh® 

Sewers  chained  at  Broadclyst 

12”  Culvert  constructed  to  carry  effluent  from  sev/age 
plant  at  Rewe® 

Contact  beds  converted  to  settling  tank  at  Exminster 
( In  progress ) ® 

Pumping  out  flooded  properties® 


Go  Safety  Measures  for  Sewermen 

In  May  last  year  a  comprehensive  report  on  Safety 
Measures  for  Sewermen  v/as  prepared  and  a  safety  lamp  and  harness 
purchased 
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II 


WATERWORKS  DEPyi.RTMENT 


V/orka  Carried  Out 


1  o  ^  Starcross  -  Vvater  Supply  -  Contract  No,  13 

T  5y500  Yards  of  6",  4"  and  3"  S,!,  water  main  are  iDeing 

+  anticipated,  that  the  work  will  he  completed  hy 

contract  figure  is  £14,547o  5,  8, 

and  the  contractor  is  liessrs,  Exeter  Building  Contractors  of  Exeter, 


Lympstone  -  xMarley  Estate  -  Contract  No,  14 

1,297  Yards  of  3’^  and  4''  3,1,  water  main  was  laid  to 
serve  Marley  Estate  and  adjoining  properties.  The  contract 
figure  being  £2,861,  7»  4o  <■  The  contractor  is  Messrs,  F, 

Davey  Ltd  of  Exmouth, 


3*  Otterton  -  Water  Supply  -  Contract  No,  I5 


1,150  Yards -of  4”  water  main  is  in  progress  of  being 
relaid,  the  work  being  commenced  on  the  21st  February,  1955, 
The  contract  figure  is  £3,624,  4«  8,  and  the  contractor  is 

Messrs.  W,  &  J,  Glossop  Ltd,,  Exeter, 


4«  Huxham  -  Water  Supply 


157  Yards  of  1”  Bituminous  lined  steel  tube  was  laid  at  Huxhait 
to  serve  properties  not  supplied  by  the  North  Regional  Water  Scheme  — 
carried  out  by  direct  labour. 


B.  Schemes  Prepared 


1 •  Woodbury  -  Exeter  Road  Extension  -  Contract  No.  17 

885  Yards  of  3"  asbestos  main  to  serve  development  to  the 
west  of  Woodbury  on  the  Exeter  Road.  The  contract  figure  is 
£950.  0,  6,  and  the  contractor  is  Messrs,  Hibberd  of  Wincanton, 


2.  East  Regional  Water  Scheme  -  Revised 

65  Miles  of  12”,  9‘'j  6”,  4'*  and  3”  C.I.  water  main 
together  with  five  reinforced  concrete  rbservoirs,  three  of 
which  are  to  be  constructed  in  pre-stressed  concrete,  one  booster 
station  and.  two  water 'towers.  The  estimated  cost  is  £433,995» 


C,  Schemes  7.pproved  by  Ministry 

1,  Woodbury  -  Exeter  Road  Extension  -  Contract  No,  17 


885  Yards  of  3”  asbestos  main  to  serve  new  development,  ., 
The  contract  figure  is  £950<>  O*  6,  and  the  contractor  Messrs. 
Hibberd  of  wincanton.  Work  on  this  contract  commenced  on  ' 
the  20th  April,  1955» 
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Exton  -  Ebford  -  Clyst  St*  George  Water  Supply  - 
Contract  Noso  1 9A  and  193,  '  '  . . 


6^  Miles  of  8",  6”,  4”  and  3"  Col,  main  "td  '?5erve  Exton, 
Elford  and  Clyst  St,;  George,  together  with  a  100,0.00  gallon  RoC, 
reservoir  at  Lympsthne.,.. ..The  contract  figures  for -t-hi-s-work- ara 

Contract  Noo  1  9A’  -  Mains  -  £  27,303-. 

Contract  "NOb  1  9B  -  Reservoir  ~  £  9^608 

3o  Topsham  -  Mount  Ho\7e  -  Improvement  of  Pressure 


753  Yards.- of  4"'  C,Io  main  as  a  cross  connection  to  improve 
pressure  in  the  southern  part  of  Topsham,  ,  Unfortunately 

a  starting  date  has  not  yet  been  awarded  by  the  Ministry, 

D,  Chlorination  of  Water 

During  the  year  chlorinators  were  installed  at  Harpford, 
ClystbHydon,  Clyst  St,  Lawrence,  R.ockbeare  and  Aylesbeare, 

As  a  result  there  is  now  100^  chlorination  of  water 
supplied  in  the  district. 


Eo  Byelaws  and  Regulations 


The  Model  Byelaws  and  regulations  for . the  prevention  of 

the  v/aste  of  vaster  were  adopted  by  the  Council  as  long  ago  as 
December,  1952,-  but  up  to-  the  time -of  writing'  this  report,  they 
have  not  been  confirmed  by  the  Ministry,  and  it'  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  formal  approval  will  very  soon  be- forthcoming.  In  the 
interim,  all  plumbing  work  is  being  carried  out  in  accordance 
v/ith  the  Notes  for  the  Guidance  of  Plumbing  Contractors  approved 
in  September,  1952,. 


P.  Metering  of  Water  SuppPres' 


There  are  now  320  -consumers’  meters,  an  increase  of  130 
over  last-  year.  Many  supplied  previously  unmetered  are  now  metered 
and  a  considerable  ircrease  in  revenue  has  resulted. 


G,  Waste  Detection, 


12  Waste. Detection  Meters  have  been  fixed  on  all  reservoirs 
throughout  -the  district  and  regular  weekly  night  flow  tests  are 
made  to  keep  a  check  on  the  v/astage^of  water. 


H,  Mains 


There  are  now  99  miles  of  main  in  your  Statutory  Area, 


lo  Bulk  Supplies  to  Other .Authorities 


As  from  the  14th  July,  1954  a  bulk  supply  is  being  afforded 
to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  for  the  parishes  of  Dunsford  and 
Holcombe  Burnell. 
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Jo  Development  of  Water  Undertaking 


It  is  now  almost  four  years  since  I  took  up  the 
appointment  as  your  engineer,  and  it  is  interesting  to  reflect 
on  the. great  growth  of  the  water  undertaking  during  this  periodo 

The  relevant  particulars  arc  as  follows 


51/2 

53/U 

54/5 

Water  mains  (miles) 

30.93  ' 

67.04 

99 

. 

12 

Reservoirs 

6 

9 

Pmnping  Stations 

4 

9 

12 

Chlorinators 

3 

10 

11 

pH  Treatment 

- 

1 

1 

Meters  (Consumers) 

73 

190 

320 

Meters  ('Waste) 

1 

3 

12 

Properties  connected 

to  mains  -  1247  in  four  years. 


From  these  you  will  see  that  the  length'  of  mains  has  more 
than  trebled,  the  num'ber  of  meters  quadrupled  and  something  like 
persons  now  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  piped  water  supply. 

During  the  same  period  schemes  for  a  piped  water  supply  to  the 
remainder  of  tnc  district  have  been  prepared  and  i/hcn  these  are  carried 
out  _every  parish  and  hamlet  will  have  a  x:iped  water  supply. 

^The  only  nev/ designs  required  for  water  will  be  any  extensions 
for  housing  or  other  dev^opment. 

K.  Bacteriological  Samples 


Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  through  the  year 
all  of  which  invariably  produced  a  Class  I  water  supply. 


L.  Devon  "/ater  Survey 


During  the  year  the  Ministry’s  Report  on  the  vmter  supplies 
of  Devon  was  received.  '  ' 

The  proposals  for  this  district  contained  therein  for 
future  mains  and  distribution  systems  correspond  very  closely 
with  those  you  had  already  adopted  on  my  recommendation. 

Emphasis  is  laid  on  co-operation  between  undertakings  and 
the  importance  of  skilled  supervision  of  supplies  and  distribution. 
These  aspects  had  already  been  anticipated  by  the  Council  as 
it  is  giving  to,  or  receiving  bulk  supplies  from  the  North  Devon 
Water  Board,  Torquay,  Exeter  City  and  Exmouth,  and  a  qualified 
Engineer  was  appointed  four  years  ago. 

I  am  also  honoured  to  report  that  during  the  year  I  was 
transferred  to  the  class  of  Pull  Member  of  the  Institution  of  Water 
Engineers,  which  gives  some  indication  of  the  importance  that  they 
attach  to  the  work  I  am  carrying  out  for  the  Council. 
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Works  Carried  Out 


The  fo.llpwing  arc  “the  main  v/orks^,  additional  to 
maintenance j  carried  out  during  the  year  hy  direct  labour: - 

316  Tappings  (Nev/)  . 

i30  Meters  fipced 

■23  Burst  mains  repaired 

12  Leaking  mains  repaired 

24  Stopcocks’  repaired/renewed 

'(  m.  ■ 

I 

7  Chlorinators 

j 

49  Services  renev/ed  (General) 

33  Services  renev;sd  (Starcross) 

'  ;  •:’h  •  -  ' 

1  Hand  pump i r e pa i r e d 

Total  tappings  carried  out  in  year  -  448 

Emergency  water  supplies  provided  at:-  Clyst  Sti  Lawrence 
Marley  Esta^te, 

Chlorinators  fixed  at  Clyst  Hydon,  Clyst  St»  Lawrence, 
Aylesbeare,  Rockbeare  and  Harpfordo 

New  mains  flushed  and  chlorinated  on  West  Regional  Water 
■  Scheme  and  Starcross o 

Pressure  Reducing  Valve  installed  at  Starcro'ss» 

Hydrant  repairs  for  Devon  County  Fire  Service 

III.  GENER/iL 

Ao  Plant  . 

The  following  plant  v/as  purchased  during- the  year : - 
Autoscythe  . 

Safety  Lamp  and  Harness  for  sewers o  • 

Terroscope  Leak  Detector 
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B.  General  Specification 


cc'ition  of  the  General  Specification  for 
Engineering  Works  \yas  issued  in  February,  19556 


Co  Expenditure  .Analysis 

A  coding  system  for  the  analysis  of  all  expenditure 
was  prepared  ready  for  use  as  from  the  new  financial  year 
comariencing  April,  1955c 

The  amount,  diversity  and  value  of  stores  handled  by 
the  Department,  is  of  course  inci*easing  in  proportion  to  the 
grov^th  of  the  work  undertaken o  Under  your  present  approved  system 
all  issues  of  stores  are  made  by  the  Water  Inspector,  the  Sewerage 
Foreman  Bricklayer  and  the  Plumbers,  and  I  feel  that  the  time  is 
now  opportune  for  the  whole  of  the  stores  issues,  records  etco, 
to  be  uiade  the  responsibility  of  a  full-time  Clerk/Storekeeper , 
and  no  doubt  you  will  give  consideration  to  this  proposal  in  the 
near  future o 


De  Capital  Y/orks  -  General 


I  am  'particularly  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year 
unc^er  report,  no  fewer  than  12  schemes  v/ere  api^roved  by  the  ■ 
Ministry  and  starting:  dates  were  awarded  for  all  but  two  of  these, 
as  a  result  of  which  the  forthcoming  year  will  see  a  record  number 
of  contracts  in  progress^ 


SUMI^^IRY 

The  present  position  concerning  a  piped  water  supply 
and  sev/erage  is  sumraarised  in  the  Appendix*  From  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  with  the  sole  exception  of  Christow,  all  the  existing 
sewage  treatment  plants  are  seriously  overloaded o 

CONCLUSION 

The  year  under  report  has  seen  water  supply  schemes  carried 
out  or  prepared  covering  all  parishes  of  the  District »  It  would 
now  seem  that  for  the  future  the  emphasis  of  the  design  v/ork  for 
the  Department  will  tend  to  be  on  works  of  sev/erage  and  sewage 
disposalo  It  will,  of  course,  still  be  vitally  necessary  for 
expert  supervision  to  be  exercised  over  the  future  v/ater  schemes 
during  construction  and  over  water  supplies  and  their  distribution 
to  consumerso 

For  sewerage  I  estimate  that  works  to  the  total  value 
of  at  least  £400,000  are  required  covering  over  thirty  sewerage 
schemes  and  treatment  plants. 


Although  it  is  my  cherished  amhition  to  see  a  piped  v^ater 
supply  and  a  main  sewerage  system  for  every  parish,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  acute  shortage  of  staff  is  severely  restricting  the  numher 
of  schemes  that  can  he  prepared  annually  by  the  Department,  and 
until  the  establishment  for  Technical  Staff  is  increased  to  a 
figure  more  commensurate  to  rne  size  of  the  District,  many 
parishes  will  be  denied  the  benefits  of  a  modern  sewerage  system 
for  a  considerable  period  until  it  becomes  their  turn  to  reach 
the  ''Top  of  the  Priority  Lisf'o  It  is  hoped  that  in  the 
forseeable  future,  consideration  will  be  given'to  an  appropriate 
increase  in  the  Technical  Staffo 

Dotwitlistanding  the  smallness  of  the  staff,  it  is 
gratifying  to  record  the  amount  of  work  that  has  been  completed 
during  the  twelve  nionths  in  the  Department  o 

12  -  Bills  of  Quantities  (Comprising  A90  stencils)" 

16  -  Reports*' on  Engineering  Schemes  (Comprising  227  stencils) 

59'-  Double  Elephant  Drav/ings 

1  -  Coding  List  (Comprising  95  stencils) 

Total  number  of  stencils  -  812 

The  Technical  Staff  and  I  have  also  dealt  v/lth  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  outside  normal  -working  hours,  including  the  design 
of  reservoirs,  taking  off  of  guo.ntitics  at  home  and  the  ans'wering 
of  innumerable  telephone  calls  which  resulted  in  over  60call  outs 
necessitating  some  150  hours  unpaid  overtim.e  for  the  Technical  Staffo 

In  addition  to  normal  maintenance  of  existing  works,  new 
engineer in'T  works  to  a  total  ■v'alue  of  £462,577  were  designed, 
bringing  the  grand  total  for  just  under  four  years’  v/ork  to  . 
the  region  of  £650,000.  The  great  saving  on  the  rates  by  undertaking 
this  v/ork  v/ith  your  ovm  staff  will  be  appreciated  when  you  realise 
that  the  total  salaries  etc.  paid  to  your  present  staff  for  this 
work  has  been  considerably  less  than  half  the  normal  fees  for 
Consultants,  and  no  doubt  further  •econimies  could  be  made  by 
increasing  the  scope  of  the  Department. 

It  gives  me  great  pride  to  record  that  the  present' -out put 
per  man  of  all  the  staff  in  my  Department  is  one  of  the  highest  I 
have  ever  experienced  in  any  Local  Authority,  and  I  v/ould  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  for  their  devotion  to  duty 
during  the  last  year. 

I  would  particularly  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
great  help  to  the  Department  and  the 'C-buncil  given  by  the  two 
Pupils,  who  of  course  received  no-  remuneration  fromi  the  Council  for 
their  work,  and  undertake  work  normally  delegated  to  paid  Junior  ' 
Engineering  iissistants « 

I  would  further  like  to  record  my  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council!  ,  \^'ater  and'  Sewerage 
Committee  and  Chie-f  Officers  of  other  Departments  for  their  help 
nnA  ri:;ady  co-oi>er‘ation  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlem.en, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Cc  HOAARD  PENDLEBURYo 

/ 

Engineer^ 
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